Illness signs/symptoms needed for expert algorithm VA diagnoses of neonatal and 1-59 month old causes of death 
that are missing from the 2016 WHO VA instrument

	
	EAVA required sign/symptom missing in 2016 WHO VA
	2016 WHO VA question and required modification

	Neonatal diagnoses
	
	

	Neonatal tetanus
	1. Convulsions or spasms
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2. Able to suckle normally during the first day of life?


3. Stopped suckling normally
	1. Id10219: Did (s)he have convulsions?
· Either change id10219 to ‘convulsions or spasms’ or add a question on spasms
2. Id10271: Was the baby able to suckle or bottle-feed within the first 24 hours after birth? 
· Add ‘normally’ to the question
3. Id10273: Did the baby stop suckling?
· 	Add ‘normally’ to the question

	Malformation
	1. Other abnormality
	1. Missing question
· 	Add a question on ‘other abnormality’

	Birth injury or Birth asphyxia
	1. Able to suckle normally during first day of life?
	See #2 for neonatal tetanus

	Preterm delivery with RDS
	1. Fast breathing starting on the first day of life?
	1. Missing question
· 	Add a question on day that fast breathing started

	Preterm delivery
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms

	Meningitis
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms

	Diarrhea
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms

	Pneumonia
	1. Difficult breathing that lasted until death
· Determined by: if age (days) when DB started + days DB lasted = age (days) at death
	1. Missing question
· 	Either add a question on the age at which DB started or ask directly if DB lasted until death

	Possible diarrhea
	Requires sepsis diagnosis (see sepsis)
	See sepsis

	Possible pneumonia
	Requires (no) pneumonia and sepsis diagnoses (see pneumonia and sepsis diagnoses)
	See pneumonia and sepsis

	Sepsis
	1.  Able to suckle normally during first day of life?
2. Vomited everything?
	1. See #2 for neonatal tetanus
2. id10188: Did (s)he vomit?
· 	Either change id10188 to ‘vomit everything’ or add a question: Did (s)he vomit everything?

	Jaundice (part of Other COD)
	1. Stopped suckling normally
	1. See #3 for neonatal tetanus

	Hemorrhagic disease of newborn (part of Other COD)
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms

	Sudden unexplained death (part of Other COD)
	1. Able to suckle normally during first day of life?
2. No spasms or convulsions
3. No skin bumps containing pus
4. No vomiting of everything
	1. See #2 for neonatal tetanus
2. See #1 for neonatal tetanus
3. Add a question on skin bumps with pus
4. See #2 for sepsis

	Child diagnoses
	
	

	Injury
	1. Duration the child survived after the injury
	1. Add a question: How long did (s)he survive after the injury or accident?

	AIDS
	1. Mother with positive HIV test
	1. id10445: Has the deceased’s (biological) mother ever been tested for HIV?
· 	Add a question on the result of the test

	Underlying malnutrition
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms

	Measles
	1. Rash started on the face
	1. id10235: Where was the rash?
· Add a question: Where did the rash start?

	Meningitis
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms

	Dysentery
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms

	Diarrhea
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms

	Pertussis
	1. Vomited after coughing
	1. Id10153: Did (s)he have a cough?
· Add a question on vomiting after coughing

	Pneumonia
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms

	Malaria
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms

	Possible dysentery
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms

	Possible diarrhea
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms

	Possible pneumonia or ARI
	1. Vomited after coughing
	1. See #1 for Pertussis

	Hemorrhagic fever (part of Other COD)
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms

	Other infection (part of Other COD)
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms

	Possible malaria
	1. Sometimes or never slept under an ITN (as opposed to usually or always)
2. See Residual infection (requires Residual infection dx)
	1. Add a question: Before (her/his) fatal illness began, did <NAME> sleep under an insecticide treated bed net?
2. See Residual infection

	Residual infection
	1. Mother with positive HIV test
2. Rash started on the face
3. Vomited after coughing
	1. See #1 for AIDS
2. See #1 for measles
3. See #1 for Pertussis

	Malnutrition
	No missing signs/symptoms
	No missing signs/symptoms



